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Dear Friends, in Christ,
In the First Reading (Acts 7:55-60), we read the story of the death of Stephen;
the first Christian martyr. The Jewish authorities at the time accused him of
blasphemy for preaching about the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ and
hatched a plan to stone him to death. In the narrative, we also meet Saul, a
young man who is overseeing the lynching as he is the keeper of the cloaks
so that he can eventually ‘reward’ the team that carried out the sentence of
execution. The power to execute was reserved solely to the Roman Governor.
The witness of Stephen might have sown seeds of conversion in Saul who will
encounter Christ later, on the way to Damascus. We learn that Stephen was
filled with the Holy Spirit and looking up to heaven; he saw the glory of God
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.
The Gospel Reading (John 17:20-26) on the other hand tells us about the
priestly prayer of our Lord Jesus Christ which focuses on the oneness of his
followers and their need for divine provision and protection. The passage
starts with our Lord Jesus Christ Looking up to heaven. There is something
about looking up that the liturgy of the word of this Sunday wants us to learn
especially following the ascension of our Lord into heaven which left the apostles gazing up towards heaven (Acts 1:10).
Looking up means redirecting our attention; changing our focus from a lower
region to a higher one. In the Book of Psalms (121:1-2) David exclaims, “I lift
up my eyes to the hills- from where will my help come? My help comes from
the Lord, who made heaven and earth”. The life and ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ show a constant looking up to heaven for divine encounter. After his
baptism he looked up, the heavens opened, and the Spirit of God descended
upon him like a dove, and the voice of the Father comes saying, “This is my
son the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” (Matt. 3:16-17). Before the
miracle of the five loaves of bread and two fish, Jesus looked up to heaven
and gave thanks to God, and there was multiplication that fed five thousand
people excluding women and children (Mark 9:14-16)
To look up to heaven means looking up to God. In the Letter to the Colossians
(3:1-2), St. Paul instructs as follows; “If you have been raised with Christ seek
the things that are above where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set
your minds on things that are above not on things that are on earth”. From
these words of St. Paul, we understand that “Looking Up” is a mindset, in
fact, a heavenly mindset and an important key to a life of contentment. The
apostles would receive the Holy Spirit after the ascension of the Lord because they went up to the UPPER ROOM from where they kept looking up to
heaven in prayer (Acts 1:13-14).
We need to look up to God because His love never fails (Psalm 136), and He
is always faithful (1 Cor. 1:9). We need to look up to God because He would
supply all our needs according to His riches in glory (Phil.4:19). We need to
look up to God because He cares about us even when our closest relatives
abandon us (Psalm 27:10). We need to look up to God because His goodness
and mercies are forever (Psalm 23:6). As summer season comes many of us
may be tempted not to “Look Up”, not to raise our hearts and minds to God in
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prayer. Being in close contact with nature must necessarily remind us of
the creator.
The high priestly prayer that Jesus offers looking up to the Father, is a
prayer for community. Jesus prays that, “all may be one.” To be a follower of Jesus is to be a part of a greater whole. According to Jesus there
are to be no solitary Christians or spiritual “Lone Rangers.” There will be
moments and issues that bring disagreements. But we must not be disagreeable as we are one in Christ whether we agree with each other or
not. We are one in Christ whether we like one another or not. To become a part of Christ is to become a part of the community; a part of the
one. The mystery of the incarnation is that God desired unity with us so
much God became one of us. And in that moment, we were drawn into
the oneness of God, the Creator/Father, the Son, and the Spirit. It is with
God’s help that we can live into that oneness. It is only when we look up
in prayer that we realize that humanity is one big neighborhood. Let us
embrace unity in all ramifications of life and understand that we are all
brothers and sisters whether white or black, young, or old. The word of
God says “where two or three are gathered in my name, there I am
among” (Mathew 18:20), this can only be possible when we are united in
our hearts and actions and prayer. Let us seek unity and let go divisiveness that is the prime work of the evil one.
During this week before Pentecost, I invite you to please pray like Mary,
the women, the apostles, and disciples for a renewed outpouring of the
Holy Spirit on the Church and on all of us that we may respond to God
better. Please believe that lifting your hearts in prayer will be answered.
Pray that our celebration of Pentecost will lead to the Church being renewed and strengthened by God’s Spirit. Happy Summer. As you plan
your vacation, why not give some thought to taking a holiday with the
Lord in the form of a spiritual retreat or visit to a special shrine?!
Fr. Tom Kunnel C.O.
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Responsorial Psalm -- 97
In its own right, Psalm 97 is a noble text. In the first part, (97:1-5) the glory of God is revealed
(theophany). God “is hidden in the mystery of clouds and thick darkness, irresistible fire proceeds
him, lightning and thunder manifest his power… the unqualified sovereignty of God.”3 But that
sovereignty, as James Luther Mays points out, is not based on brute force. Indeed “the foundation” of God’s throne consists of righteousness and justice. God’s power is not arbitrary, but expresses God’s character of mercy and truth. And God exercises this “rule by intervening in the
history of his people.”
The second part of the Psalm (97:6-9) shows how nature and human beings respond to the revealing of God’s glory. Nature’s response is simple and clear: the heavens proclaim God’s righteousness. But among human beings, the response is mixed. The Psalm frankly admits that not all people worship God. And so when God’s glory is revealed, those who worship idols are ashamed —
even the idols bow down before the one true God! (97:7). The third part of the Psalm (97:10-12)
sounds like wisdom from Proverbs. It speaks to the question, “How do God’s people live in a world
where not everyone recognizes God’s rule?” Verse 10 reassures “those who hate evil” that God
has their back: God loves, guards, and rescues them. “The hand of the wicked” will not prevail
(97:10). Then comes a promise: “Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the upright in
heart” (97:11).

2

2

The first reading: Acts 7: 55-60
One of the purposes of Acts was to introduce Gentile converts to
the Jewish roots of their new religion, and at the same time to
explain Christianity’s separation from its ancestral tradition, and
its openness to non-Jews. The story of Stephen’s martyrdom
illustrates the point. Stephen’s vision of Jesus enthroned in
Heaven, echoes the theme of the Feast of the Ascension. As in
the case of Stephen, the Acts of the Apostles presents Christ’s disciples reproducing in their own lives some of the experiences of Jesus. By A.D. 80 when, some
scholars believe, Luke wrote the Acts of the Apostles, Christians were almost sure
that Christ’s “second coming” would be delayed. The delayed Parousia seems to
be why Stephen, the first Christian to die looks up at the moment of death, sees
“the Son of Man standing at God’s right hand,” and prays, “Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit.” We might see Jesus coming in glory to receive Stephen’s spirit as an indication that each Christian, at the moment of death, will experience his or her personal

Parousia. We no longer have to wait for Jesus’
Second Coming to enter into glory. That’s why
Jesus, in Luke’s account of the Passion, assures
the good thief, “This day you will be with me in
paradise!”(Lk 23:43) An aspect of our Faith that is
both reassuring and challenging is the fact that it
is through us that the glory of the risen Jesus is
revealed to others, just as it was in the martyrdom of Stephen. Stephen is a good example of
Faith in the risen Jesus and of the power of
Christian witness. In fact, the word “martyr” derives from the Greek word for witness. Stephen
died as the consequence of his bold profession of
Christian Faith.

The second reading: Revelation 22, 12-14, 16-17, 20,
The Risen Jesus is celebrated here as the ground of unity and the reason for bearing witness (suffering martyrdom). The
first readers of this book were facing life-and-death struggles with persecutors. Hence, the Book of Revelation was given by
God to John to encourage them, and all of us when we are persecuted, and to convince them, and us, that the stakes are as
high as they can be. What Stephen sees as a mere glimpse in the first reading is more fully described in the vision reported
in the passage from Revelation. This crucified, and now glorious, Jesus, the Beginning and End of all things, can unreservedly promise us life because he has conquered death: “Let … the one who wants it receive the gift of life-giving waters” (Rv
22:17). Those joined to Jesus will be energized by the very power that flows from him. In promising martyrs that they will
have the “right to the tree of life” (Cf Gn 3:21-24), John is telling us that, in Jesus, the ancient obstacle to eternal life has
been lifted. John also gives the early Christians the assurance that Jesus is already present in their lives – (“realized eschatology”) to share their joys and sorrows.
GOSPEL INSIGHTS - Jn 17:20 - 26
Jesus prays for a unity of personal relationship. Unity is the main theme of Jesus’
prayer for the universal Church. He prays
three times that all its members may be one
as He and His Father are one, asking for the
unity of the Church. Note the gradation in the
intensity of unity for which Jesus asks:: in
verse 21 he prays, “that they may all be
one”; in verse 22, “that they may be one
even as We are One”; and in verse 23, “that
they may become perfectly one.” Christ’s
plea does not concern human organizational
or institutional unity among the 34,000 Christian denominations. Jesus wants the Church
to be one in the very sense that there is oneness between Jesus and the Father. Quite
obviously, the Oneness between Jesus and
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the Father is a oneness of Being, expressed as a complete unity of purpose and
love. The mind of Jesus is that we cannot
have unity with others unless we first have
unity among ourselves as his disciples and,
even more basic, that we cannot have this
unity unless we have unity with God our
Father in Christ by his Spirit. This means
that Jesus prays for a unity of love among
Christians, a unity based entirely our unity
with Him, our living His Life, and on the
relationship between heart and heart – God
with us and we with each other. Jesus desires that Christian unity transcend all the
present denominational differences and
unite his followers in love. The Church must
be one in the Spirit with its members, one
in love and holiness. In addition to real the3

ological and doctrinal differences, a major cause
of Christian disunity today is that Jesus’ followers
love their own ecclesiastical organizations,
creeds, and rituals more than they love Christ.
Only real Christian love, implanted by God in the
hearts of Christians, can reconcile these real
divisions and tear down the barriers that, over
the centuries, have been erected among denominations. According to the Scriptures, God’s design for humankind is that we recognize that all
of us are the children of God, and brothers to
one another. This implies that we live in accord
with this Divinely inspired insight—that we live in
peace, harmony, and unity. Such a true spiritual
unification is possible only through the work of
the Holy Spirit.

QUIZ TIME

Requirements for meaningful Christian unity:

(for 6 to 106 year olds)

1. Who watched the people's coats as they were stoning
Stephen?
A ) Moses B) The high priest C) Saul D) Stephen

True union will not be achieved simply by recognizing and admitting failures. This being the first step, the acknowledgement
of guilt must be followed by a deliberate and sustained process
of radical change, change that begins in the mind and heart

2.In the second reading, when did Jesus say that He is coming?
A) In ten years B) In 2,000 years C) At the end of time
D) Soon

and will, and is authentically translated into words, works and
daily continuing efforts. To that end, the participants in the
meetings in Stuttgart (October, 1988), Basle (May, 1989), and
Seoul (March, 1990), proposed that there be: (1) a new social

3. What did Jesus pray for?
A) His followers to be one B Those who believe because of
the Apostles' preaching C) That the world will know the Father sent Him D) All of the above

world order in which there is not just freedom for all but also
justice. This would require that all men and women would possess equal rights and live in solidarity with one another; (2) a

pluralistic world order in which there is not just equality but a
4. If Jesus's followers are one, what will the world know?
A) That they are equal B) That the Father sent Jesus
C) hat the Apostles are wise D) None of the above

reconciled multiplicity of cultures, traditions and peoples, free
of discrimination of any sort; (3) a world order in partnership
wherein all men and women in church and society share responsibility at all levels and wherein all can freely contribute

5. Jesus prays that the Father's __________ will be in us.
A) Mind
B) Blood
C) Love
D) Food

their gifts, insights, values and experiences; (4) a world order in
which mere coexistence yields to authentic peace, mere competitive productivity yields to global sharing and solidarity, and
mere tolerance yields to true ecumenism. However, new world
orders cannot be imposed from without; any hope of arriving
at global transformation must begin with initial efforts at the
grassroots level. Therefore, Jesus’ prayer, “that all may be

one,” challenges each of us to look, not across cultures, continents and oceans but into the mirror over the bathroom sink.
(Sanchez Files).
Walter, Cardinal Kasper, President of the Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity, writes: “Much has been achieved
over the last decades. Separated Christians no longer consider
one another as strangers, competitors, or even enemies, but as
brothers and sisters. They have largely removed the former
lack of understanding, misunderstanding, prejudice, and indifference; they pray together, they give together witness to
their common Faith; in many fields they work trustfully togeth-

er. They have experienced that ‘what unites us is greater than
what divides us.’ Such a

1. Stephen died for his faith. Are there signs of opposition to Faith in our society?
2. What do you understand by ‘eternal life’?

3. What are the main obstacles to Christian unity
in our country?

change was hardly conceivable
only half a century ago; to wish
to go back to those times
would entail being forsaken

QUIZ ANSWERS 1.C, 2.D, 3.D, 4B, 5.C

not only by all good spirits but
also by the Holy Spirit.”
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