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Dear Friends, in Christ,

Discipleship and Retirement Benefits
All three synoptic Gospels (Mathew, Mark and Luke) record a mission of the Twelve during Jesus’ earthly ministry. The mission of
the Seventy (some texts have seventy-two) is peculiar to Luke.
There can be little doubt that the number seventy is symbolic. The
mission of the Twelve represents the Church’s mission to Israel
(twelve tribes); and the mission of the Seventy, its mission to the
nations of the world (which according to Jewish tradition, numbered seventy or seventy-two).
The mission is to be characterized by urgency and detachment.
The exact expression of this urgency and detachment is conditioned by the circumstances of the time. But in some form or other, urgency and detachment must always characterize the
Church’s mission. There are two other features worthy of note.
First, it is not the disciples (and therefore not the Church) that initiate the mission. The initiative comes from the Lord of the harvest
in response to the Church’s prayer. Secondly, when the disciples
returned from their mission elated by their success, Jesus at once
dampens their elation: “Do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are
subject to you; but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”
The disciples are called from their ordinary way of life to be an
integral part of establishing the kingdom. Josephus Flavius the
famous Jewish historian relates that there were over 800 fishing
boats on the shores of the sea of Galilee at the time of Jesus. We
just know about two of them; one belonging to Simon son of Alpheus (Peter) and the other belonging to Zebedee, the father of
James and John. Once the disciples experienced success and
even worked some miracles of healing, they were tempted to attribute it all to their personal acumen.
As we read Jesus’ commissioning of the disciples with its curious
restrictions (no walking sticks, no backpacks, no sandals, no
greetings on the way) we might wonder what does that have to do
with following Jesus today? It is true in Jesus’ day no one in their
right mind traveled the Palestinian roads staff-less, bagless, and
unshod. Without a staff you are defenseless. Without a bag of
some kind, you have no way of carrying a change of clothes or
some bread for the road. And no matter how tough your feet are,
1

July 3, 2022
you can't run from danger on that rocky terrain without something on your feet. In short, anyone traveling in this strange
way would be engaged in a kind of prophetic action, communicating by means of attention-getting behavior. The point of this
mode of traveling would seem to be something like this: we
are people who trust in God for our defense and who depend
on the hospitality of others for our sustenance; we have a vision to share. The sense of urgency is evidenced by nonengagement in pleasantries.
The missionary charge to the 72 suggests that even followers
of Jesus who are registered voters with a permanent address
should be people who “travel light,” live a little more trustingly
than the culture around them and exhibit a sense of purpose
that clearly goes beyond producing and consuming goods and
getting entertained. Even settled Christians can live in a way
that invites questions about where such people are coming
from and where they think they are going. “Witnessing to the
Gospel Values” and the person of Christ is entrusted to every
Christian without exception. Added to this there is a great
promise given by the Lord, “Witness me before people and I
will witness you before the Father.” In other words, our retirement is assured and it is ‘out of this world!’.
Fr. Tom Kunnel C.O.
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Responsorial Psalm - Ps. 66
There is no clear indication of what event was being celebrating, but many
commentators believe that it was a song of joy over the deliverance of Judah from the Assyrian army of Sennacherib as described in 2 Kings 19. The
city of Jerusalem was surrounded by the most successful and brutal army
of that time. The northern kingdom of Israel had already fallen, and it looked
like it would soon be Jerusalem’s turn. But then, through the power of God,
the Assyrian Army was destroyed by the Angel of the Lord and they were
saved! One can only imagine the joy and celebration of the people. At that
moment, many saw and believed in the power of God.

In verses 5-6, the writer also looked back on two other great events in the
history of the Israelites, “Come and see the works of God, who is awesome
in His deeds toward the sons of men. He turned the sea into dry land; they
passed through the river on foot; there let us rejoice in Him!” The parting of
the Red Sea and the crossing of the Jordan River on dry land were two significant events. For the writer, what had happened for him and the people
was equally significant.
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The first reading: Isaiah 66:10-14
The prophet Isaiah is encouraging the Jews, who are returning to Israel from Babylonian exile, to see their beloved city of God, Jerusalem, alive under its ruins. In poetic and symbolic language, he describes the prosperity
and peace which the New Jerusalem will give them. Both
the Holy City of Jerusalem and God are presented under
the image of a mother. The returned exiles will have the experience of a
child being fondled by its loving mother. They will be like suckling infants
enjoying the comfort and nurture of a mother because the city will give
them the experience of Yahweh’s love and care, the Temple of Jerusalem
will represent and house God’s presence in their midst, and “the Lord’s
power shall be known to his servants.” The prophet calls on his fellowJews to rejoice and be glad because Jerusalem will be greater, more peaceful, and more prosperous than she ever was before .

The citizens of Jerusalem live the experience
of salvation as the contented children of a
devoted mother, nourished and caressed
(vv12f). The centrality of Jerusalem to the
faith of Israel is poignantly underscored. The
riches of the earth converge on her like a river and cascading waterfalls (v12). After years
of pain, destruction and evil, the final days
have burst open, bringing boundless joy in
the realization that God has favored his people (v14).

The second reading: Galatians 6:14-18
Today we hear the concluding words of Paul’s letter to the Galatians. Shortly after Paul left Galatia, some ultraconservative Judeo-Christians (“Judaizers”) arrived there from Jerusalem. They taught that, since the historical
Jesus was Jewish, circumcised, and observant of the Torah, his disciples had to be circumcised as Jews and
had to observe the Torah. Responding, Paul wrote a letter to those in Galatia who were disturbed and confused
by these new teachings. Paul was angry with the Galatians for their stupidly in accepting the false arguments of
the Judaizers. In the letter, Paul argues forcefully that God requires no such thing, and that keeping such a false
obligation is nothing to boast about. Astonishingly, Paul boasts about what would otherwise be shameful, the
execution of Jesus on the cross. “Crucified to the world” is another strong image, meaning that Paul’s relationship with the world is no longer governed by the old Mosaic Law or anything else from the past, but by his relationship with Christ crucified.
GOSPEL INSIGHTS - Lk 10:1 - 12, 17 - 20

Travel tips for the seventy-two walking
witnesses on their first mission trip: While
all the synoptic Gospels mention a mission
of the Twelve, only Luke adds a second
mission of the 72. Moses selected the
seventy-two elders to guide and govern his
people. (The number of 70/72 disciples
sent to prepare the way for Christ and His
Kingdom are possibly linked to the 70 kingdoms/nations listed as the descendants of
Noah in Genesis Chapter 10. Agape Bible
Study.).Here, Luke shows us Jesus doing
something similar, sending out in pairs,
seventy-two other disciples to towns and
villages to announce his visit. In this way,
Jesus connects his Messianic mission with
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the whole of Israel’s history in which 72
had become a symbolic number. In the
Book of Genesis, seventy descendants of
Jacob moved with him from Israel to
Egypt to begin a new life. In the Book of
Exodus, seventy elders go up the Mountain of God along with Moses to learn
about the new Covenant with YHWH. The
Jews also believed that there were seventy-two nations in the whole world, and
they had seventy-two members in the
Sanhedrin, the supreme council of the
Jews. Each of us, by the very fact that we
have heard the Lord’s call, is likewise
sent on a mission. Hence, announcing
the Good News of the kingdom is not
something optional for a Christian. The
3

disciples received instructions as to how they
were to carry out their mission. For example,
they were to “carry no money bag, no sack, no
sandals.” There is also an ominous warning
that they are sent as “lambs among wolves.”
Their guidelines were simple: go where they
were received (verses 5-6); remain in one
place (verse 7) and eat what was set before
them (verse 8). This would help them avoid the
appearance of being mercenary. The basic
idea behind Jesus’ instruction is that his disciples were sent as walking witnesses, and,
hence, they were not to
depend on anything or anybody except on the
Holy Spirit of God and on Divine providence.
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QUIZ TIME

(for 6 to 106 year olds)

1. What does Isaiah say the people will find comfort in, in the
first reading?
A ) Power B) Fame C) Jerusalem D) Money
2.In the second reading, what does Paul say is the only thing
he will glory in?
A) His wounds B) His brain C) The cross of Jesus
D) The power of the Church
3. What did Jesus tell the disciples to say when they entered a
house?
A) "Peace to this household" B) "Where do I sleep?"
C) "This is a beautiful home" D) “How much does this cost?”
4. What should the disciples do if a town does not welcome
them?
A) Try again B) Tell the Romans C) Burn the town
D) Shake the dust of the town from their feet
5. Why should the disciples rejoice?
A) They had power over evil spirits
B) They could step on scorpions
C) They would be getting lots of money
D) Their names are written in Heaven

1. What can the Church do to promote peace?
2. What practices should the Church ‘oppose’ in
the present time?

3. How can the Church build a ‘New World’?

QUIZ ANSWERS 1.C, 2C, 3.A, 4D, 5.D

“Ask the Lord of
the harvest to send
workers to the harvest.” The mission of the
seventy-two disciples was not a human project,
and, hence, they needed strength from God to
do the work. In proclaiming the Good News of
the Kingdom, we, too, participate in God’s work.
It is the Lord Who is working in and through us.
He gives us the power to announce His presence with our lives. Therefore, constant contact
with the Lord of the harvest is necessary. This
means that we must be men and women of
prayer — not only for an hour a week at Mass
but on a daily basis.
We need to continue Christ’s mission by
proclaiming the Good News: Just as Jesus in
today’s Gospel gives instructions to the seventytwo missionaries, he also gives each one of us a
mission to carry out. There were just a handful
of followers in Jesus’ day to preach the Good
News, but today there are over one billion Roman Catholics and about a half billion other
Christians (in 30,000 denominations!) who accept Jesus as “Lord” and “Savior.” So there are
1.5 billion missionaries in a world of six billion
people. A recent survey asked the question,
“Why do adults join the Catholic Church in spite
of the scandals publicized in the media?” Seventy-five percent of the new adult converts to
the Catholic Church reported that they were attracted by a personal invitation from a Catholic
who had a lively relationship with Christ and his
Church. As faithful Catholics, we will attract others to the Catholic Church—just as a rose attracts people by its beauty and fragrance. It’s
our job. It’s our responsibility. We must not miss
the current opportunities
to be apostles in everyday life by our words and
deeds.
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